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Subject selections will be made as part of the enrolment process at SERLC with the
Head of Campus or Dean of Students. All selections are individually planned with
the student and reviewed on an ongoing basis. Students have a number of
pathways that we can offer them. The majority of students complete their full QCE
while others complete a transitional program to obtain their Senior Statement.
South East Region Learning Colleges are an Education Queensland Alternate
Senior College. The College provides a “School for One” flexibility that is an
accessible and positive learning environment. It stresses the recognition of
difference to minimise educational disadvantage in order to maximise individual
opportunities to contribute to the Queensland economy. The College offers both
State Secondary Education and Nationally Accredited Certified Programs. These
programs are unique in their flexible delivery. They are fast tracked and open to all
learners, especially those ineligible and disengaged from mainstream education.
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Introduction
The purpose of this guide is to support schools through the provision of a resource that guides
students and parents/carers in Years 11 and 12 subject selection. It includes a comprehensive list
of all Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) subjects that form the basis of a
school’s curriculum offerings.
Schools design curriculum programs that provide a variety of opportunities for students while
catering to individual schools’ contexts, resources, students’ pathways and community
expectations.
The information contained in this booklet is a summary of the approved General, Applied, Senior
External Examinations and Short Courses syllabuses. Schools that require further detail about
any subject should access the syllabuses from the QCAA portal.
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Senior Education Profile
Students in Queensland are issued with a Senior Education Profile (SEP) upon completion of
senior studies. This profile may include a:
• Senior Statement
• Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE)
• Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement (QCIA). (not offered)
For more information about the SEP see www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/certificatesqualifications/sep.

Senior Statement
The Senior Statement is a transcript of a student’s learning account. It shows all QCEcontributing studies and the results achieved that may contribute to the award of a QCE.
If a student has a Senior Statement, then they have satisfied the completion requirements for
Year 12 in Queensland.

Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE)

Students may be eligible for a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) at the end of their
senior schooling. Students who do not meet the QCE requirements can continue to work towards
the certificate post-secondary schooling. The QCAA awards a QCE in the following July or
December, once a student becomes eligible. Learning accounts are closed after nine years;
however, a student may apply to the QCAA to have the account reopened and all credit
continued.
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Senior subjects
The QCAA develops five types of senior subject syllabuses — Applied, General, General
(Extension), General (Senior External Examination) and Short Course. Results in Applied and
General subjects and contribute to the award of a QCE and may contribute to an Australian
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) calculation, although no more than one result in an Applied
subject can be used in the calculation of a student’s ATAR.
Typically, it is expected that most students will complete these courses across Years 11 and 12.
All subjects build on the P–10 Australian Curriculum.
For more information about specific subjects, schools, students and parents/carers are
encouraged to access the relevant senior syllabuses at www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/seniorsubjects and, for Senior External Examinations, www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/see

Applied and Applied (Essential) syllabuses
Applied subjects are suited to students who are primarily interested in pathways beyond senior
secondary schooling that lead to vocational education and training or work.

General syllabuses
General subjects are suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond senior secondary
schooling that lead primarily to tertiary studies and to pathways for vocational education and
training and work.
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Underpinning factors
All senior syllabuses are underpinned by:
• literacy — the set of knowledge and skills about language and texts essential for
understanding and conveying content
• numeracy — the knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions that students need to use
mathematics in a wide range of situations, to recognise and understand the role of
mathematics in the world, and to develop the dispositions and capacities to use mathematical
knowledge and skills purposefully.

Applied and Applied (Essential) syllabuses
In addition to literacy and numeracy, Applied syllabuses are underpinned by:
• applied learning — the acquisition and application of knowledge, understanding and skills in
real-world or lifelike contexts
• community connections — the awareness and understanding of life beyond school through
authentic, real-world interactions by connecting classroom experience with the world outside
the classroom
• core skills for work — the set of knowledge, understanding and non-technical skills that
underpin successful participation in work.

General syllabuses and Short Course syllabuses
In addition to literacy and numeracy, General syllabuses and Short Course syllabuses are
underpinned by:
• 21st century skills — the attributes and skills students need to prepare them for higher
education, work and engagement in a complex and rapidly changing world. These include
critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, collaboration and teamwork, personal and
social skills, and information & communication technologies (ICT) skills.

Vocational education and training (VET)
Students can access VET programs through the school if it:
• is a registered training organisation (RTO)
• has a third-party arrangement with an external provider who is an RTO
• offers opportunities for students to undertake school-based apprenticeships or traineeships.
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Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)
eligibility
The calculation of an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) will be based on a student’s:
• best five General subject results or
• best results in a combination of four General subject results plus an Applied subject result or a
Certificate III or higher VET qualification.
The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) has responsibility for ATAR calculations.

English requirement
Eligibility for an ATAR will require satisfactory completion of a QCAA English subject.
Satisfactory completion will require students to attain a result that is equivalent to a Sound Level
of Achievement in one of five subjects — English, Essential English, Literature, English and
Literature Extension or English as an Additional Language.
While students must meet this standard to be eligible to receive an ATAR, it is not mandatory for
a student’s English result to be included in the calculation of their ATAR.
Students cannot get an ATAR at SERLC as there are not enough General subjects available.
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Applied and Applied (Essential) syllabuses
Course overview
Applied and Applied (Essential) syllabuses are developmental four-unit courses of study.
Units 1 and 2 of the courses are designed to allow students to begin their engagement with the
course content, i.e. the knowledge, understanding and skills of the subject. Course content,
learning experiences and assessment increase in complexity across the four units as students
develop greater independence as learners.
Units 3 and 4 consolidate student learning. Results from assessment in Applied subjects
contribute to the award of a QCE and results from Units 3 and 4 may contribute as a single input
to ATAR calculation.
A course of study for Applied syllabuses includes core topics and elective areas for study.

Assessment
Applied syllabuses use four summative internal assessments from Units 3 and 4 to determine a
student’s exit result.
Schools should develop at least two but no more than four internal assessments for Units 1 and 2
and these assessments should provide students with opportunities to become familiar with the
summative internal assessment techniques to be used for Units 3 and 4.
Applied syllabuses do not use external assessment.

Instrument-specific standards matrixes
For each assessment instrument, schools develop an instrument-specific standards matrix by
selecting the syllabus standards descriptors relevant to the task and the dimension/s being
assessed. The matrix is shared with students and used as a tool for making judgments about the
quality of students’ responses to the instrument. Schools develop assessments to allow students
to demonstrate the range of standards.

Essential English and Essential Mathematics — Common internal
assessment
For the two Applied (Essential) syllabuses, students complete a total of four summative internal
assessments in Units 3 and 4 that count toward their overall subject result. Schools develop three
of the summative internal assessments for each of these subjects and the other summative
assessment is a common internal assessment (CIA) developed by the QCAA.
The CIA for Essential English and Essential Mathematics is based on the learning described in
Unit 3 of the respective syllabus. The CIA is:
• developed by the QCAA
• common to all schools
• delivered to schools by the QCAA
• administered flexibly in Unit 3
• administered under supervised conditions
• marked by the school according to a common marking scheme developed by the QCAA.
The CIA is not privileged over the other summative internal assessment.
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Summative internal assessment — instrument-specific standards
The Essential English and Essential Mathematics syllabuses provide instrument-specific
standards for the three summative internal assessments in Units 3 and 4.
The instrument-specific standards describe the characteristics evident in student responses and
align with the identified assessment objectives. Assessment objectives are drawn from the unit
objectives and are contextualised for the requirements of the assessment instrument.
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General syllabuses
Course overview
General syllabuses are developmental four-unit courses of study.
Units 1 and 2 provide foundational learning, allowing students to experience all syllabus
objectives and begin engaging with the course subject matter. It is intended that Units 1 and 2 are
studied as a pair. Assessment in Units 1 and 2 provides students with feedback on their progress
in a course of study and contributes to the award of a QCE.
Students should complete Units 1 and 2 before starting Units 3 and 4.
Units 3 and 4 consolidate student learning. Assessment in Units 3 and 4 is summative and
student results contribute to the award of a QCE and to ATAR calculations.

Assessment
Units 1 and 2 assessments
Schools decide the sequence, scope and scale of assessments for Units 1 and 2. These
assessments should reflect the local context. Teachers determine the assessment program, tasks
and marking guides that are used to assess student performance for Units 1 and 2.
Units 1 and 2 assessment outcomes provide feedback to students on their progress in the course
of study. Schools should develop at least two but no more than four assessments for Units 1 and
2. At least one assessment must be completed for each unit.
Schools report satisfactory completion of Units 1 and 2 to the QCAA, and may choose to report
levels of achievement to students and parents/carers using grades, descriptive statements or
other indicators.

Units 3 and 4 assessments
Students complete a total of four summative assessments — three internal and one external —
that count towards the overall subject result in each General subject.
Schools develop three internal assessments for each senior subject to reflect the requirements
described in Units 3 and 4 of each General syllabus.
The three summative internal assessments need to be endorsed by the QCAA before they are
used in schools. Students’ results in these assessments are externally confirmed by QCAA
assessors. These confirmed results from internal assessment are combined with a single result
from an external assessment, which is developed and marked by the QCAA. The external
assessment result for a subject contributes to a determined percentage of a students' overall
subject result. For most subjects this is 25%; for Mathematics and Science subjects it is 50%.

Instrument-specific marking guides
Each syllabus provides instrument-specific marking guides (ISMGs) for summative internal
assessments.
The ISMGs describe the characteristics evident in student responses and align with the identified
assessment objectives. Assessment objectives are drawn from the unit objectives and are
contextualised for the requirements of the assessment instrument.
Schools cannot change or modify an ISMG for use with summative internal assessment.
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As part of quality teaching and learning, schools should discuss ISMGs with students to help
them understand the requirements of an assessment task.

External assessment
External assessment is summative and adds valuable evidence of achievement to a student’s
profile. External assessment is:
• common to all schools
• administered under the same conditions at the same time and on the same day
• developed and marked by the QCAA according to a commonly applied marking scheme.
The external assessment contributes a determined percentage (see specific subject guides —
assessment) to the student’s overall subject result and is not privileged over summative internal
assessment.

QCAA senior syllabuses
English
Applied
• Essential English
General
• English

Humanities and Social
Sciences

Applied

Applied
• Social & Community Studies

• Science in Practice

• Tourism

Health and Physical
Education

Mathematics

Applied

• Essential Mathematics

• Sport & Recreation

Sciences

Applied
General
• General Mathematics
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Essential English

Applied senior subject

Applied

Essential English develops and refines
students’ understanding of language,
literature and literacy to enable them to
interact confidently and effectively with
others in everyday, community and social
contexts. Students recognise language and
texts as relevant in their lives now and in the
future and learn to understand, accept or
challenge the values and attitudes in these
texts.

Objectives

Students engage with language and texts to
foster skills to communicate confidently and
effectively in Standard Australian English in a
variety of contemporary contexts and
social situations, including everyday, social,
community, further education and workrelated contexts. They choose generic
structures, language, language features and
technologies to best convey meaning. They
develop skills to read for meaning and
purpose, and to use, critique and appreciate
a range of contemporary literary and nonliterary texts.

• construct and explain representations of
identities, places, events and concepts

Students use language effectively to
produce texts for a variety of purposes and
audiences and engage creative and
imaginative thinking to explore their own
world and the worlds of others. They actively
and critically interact with a range of texts,
developing an awareness of how the
language they engage with positions them
and others.

By the conclusion of the course of study,
students will:
• use patterns and conventions of genres to
achieve particular purposes in cultural
contexts and social situations
• use appropriate roles and relationships with
audiences

• make use of and explain the ways cultural
assumptions, attitudes, values and beliefs
underpin texts and influence meaning
• explain how language features and text
structures shape meaning and invite
particular responses
• select and use subject matter to support
perspectives
• sequence subject matter and use modeappropriate cohesive devices to construct
coherent texts
• make mode-appropriate language choices
according to register informed by purpose,
audience and context
• use language features to achieve particular
purposes across modes.

Pathways
A course of study in Essential English
promotes open-mindedness, imagination,
critical awareness and intellectual flexibility
— skills that prepare students for local and
global citizenship, and for lifelong learning
across a wide range of contexts.
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Structure
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Language that works
• Responding to a
variety of texts used
in and developed for
a work context
• Creating multimodal
and written texts

Texts and human
experiences
• Responding to
reflective and
nonfiction texts that
explore human
experiences
• Creating spoken and
written texts

Language that
influences
• Creating and shaping
perspectives on
community, local and
global issues in texts
• Responding to texts
that seek to influence
audiences

Representations and
popular culture texts
• Responding to
popular culture texts
• Creating
representations of
Australian identifies,
places, events and
concepts

Assessment
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. Schools develop three
summative internal assessments and the common internal assessment (CIA) is developed by the
QCAA.
Summative assessments
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Extended response — spoken/signed response

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Extended response — Multimodal response

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Common internal assessment (CIA) — short
response examination

Summative internal assessment (IA4):
• Extended response — Written response
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English

General senior subject

General

Objectives

English focuses on the study of both literary
texts and non-literary texts, developing
students as independent, innovative and
creative learners and thinkers
who appreciate the aesthetic use of
language, analyse perspectives and
evidence, and challenge ideas and
interpretations through the analysis and
creation of varied texts.

By the conclusion of the course of study,
students will:
• use patterns and
conventions of genres to achieve
particular purposes in cultural contexts
and social situations
• establish and maintain roles of the
writer/speaker/signer/designer and
relationships with audiences

Students are offered opportunities to
interpret and create texts for personal,
cultural, social and aesthetic purposes. They
learn how language varies according
to context, purpose and audience, content,
modes and mediums, and how to use it
appropriately and effectively for a variety of
purposes. Students have opportunities to
engage with diverse texts to help them
develop a sense of themselves, their world
and their place in it.

• create and analyse perspectives and
representations of concepts, identities,
times and places
• make use of and analyse the
ways cultural assumptions,
attitudes, values and beliefs underpin
texts and invite audiences to take up
positions

Students communicate effectively in
Standard Australian English for the purposes
of responding to and creating texts. They
make choices about generic structures,
language, textual features and technologies
for participating actively in literary analysis
and the creation of texts in a range of
modes, mediums and forms, for a variety of
purposes and audiences. They explore how
literary and non-literary texts shape
perceptions of the world, and consider ways
in which texts may reflect or challenge social
and cultural ways of thinking and influence
audiences.

Pathways
A course of study in English promotes openmindedness, imagination, critical awareness
and intellectual flexibility — skills that
prepare students for local and global
citizenship, and for lifelong learning across a
wide range of contexts.
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• use aesthetic features and stylistic
devices to achieve purposes
and analyse their effects in texts
• select and synthesise subject matter to
support perspectives
• organise and sequence subject matter to
achieve particular purposes
• use cohesive devices to emphasise ideas
and connect parts of texts
• make language choices for particular
purposes and contexts
• use grammar and language structures for
particular purposes
• use mode-appropriate features to achieve
particular purposes.
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Structure
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Perspectives and
texts
• Examining and
creating perspectives
in texts
• Responding to a
variety of non-literary
and literary texts
• Creating responses for
public audiences and
persuasive texts

Texts and culture
• Examining and
shaping
representations of
culture in texts
• Responding to
literary and nonliterary texts,
including a focus on
Australian texts
• Creating imaginative
and analytical texts

Textual connections
• Exploring connections
between texts
• Examining different
perspectives of the
same issue in texts
and shaping own
perspectives
• Creating responses
for public audiences
and persuasive texts

Close study of
literary texts
• Engaging with literary
texts from diverse
times and places
• Responding to
literary texts
creatively and
critically
• Creating imaginative
and analytical texts

Assessment
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive
an overall subject result (A–E).
Summative assessments
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Extended response — written response
for a public audience

25%

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Examination — imaginative written
response

25%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Extended response — persuasive
spoken response

25%

Summative external assessment (EA):
• Examination — analytical written
response

25%
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Sport & Recreation
Applied senior subject

Applied

Sport & Recreation provides students with
opportunities to learn in, through and about
sport and active recreation activities,
examining their role in the lives of individuals
and communities.
Students examine the relevance of sport and
active recreation in Australian culture,
employment growth, health and wellbeing.
They consider factors that influence
participation in sport and recreation, and
how physical skills can enhance participation
and performance in sport and recreation
activities. Students explore how
interpersonal skills support effective
interaction with others, and the promotion of
safety in sport and recreation activities. They
examine technology in sport and recreation
activities, and how the sport and recreation
industry contributes to individual and
community outcomes.
Students are involved in acquiring, applying
and evaluating information about and in
physical activities and performances,
planning and organising activities,
investigating solutions to individual and
community challenges, and using suitable
technologies where relevant. They
communicate ideas and information in,
about and through sport and recreation
activities. They examine the effects of sport
and recreation on individuals and
communities, investigate the role of sport
and recreation in maintaining good health,
evaluate strategies to promote health and
safety, and investigate personal and
interpersonal skills to achieve goals.

Pathways
A course of study in Sport & Recreation can
establish a basis for further education and
employment in the fields of fitness, outdoor
recreation and education, sports
administration, community health and
recreation and sport performance.
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Objectives
By the conclusion of the course of study,
students should:
• demonstrate physical responses and
interpersonal strategies in individual and
group situations in sport and recreation
activities
• describe concepts and ideas about sport
and recreation using terminology and
examples
• explain procedures and strategies in,
about and through sport and recreation
activities for individuals and communities
• apply concepts and adapt procedures,
strategies and physical responses in
individual and group sport and recreation
activities
• manage individual and group sport and
recreation activities
• apply strategies in sport and recreation
activities to enhance health, wellbeing,
and participation for individuals and
communities
• use language conventions and textual
features to achieve particular purposes
• evaluate individual and group physical
responses and interpersonal strategies to
improve outcomes in sport and recreation
activities
• evaluate the effects of sport and
recreation on individuals and
communities
• evaluate strategies that seek to enhance
health, wellbeing, and participation in
sport and recreation activities and provide
recommendations
• create communications that convey
meaning for particular audiences and
purposes.
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Structure
The Sport & Recreation course is designed around core and elective topics.
Core topics
•
•
•
•

Elective topics

Sport and recreation in the community
Sport, recreation and healthy living
Health and safety in sport and recreation activities
Personal and interpersonal skills in sport and recreation
activities

•
•
•
•
•

Active play and minor games
Challenge and adventure activities
Games and sports
Lifelong physical activities
Rhythmic and expressive movement
activities

Assessment
For Sport & Recreation, assessment from Units 3 and 4 is used to determine the student’s exit
result, and consists of four instruments, including:
• one project (annotated records of the performance is also required)
• one investigation, extended response or examination.
Project

Investigation

Extended response

Performance

Examination

A response to
a single task,
situation and/or
scenario.

A response that
includes locating
and using
information
beyond students’
own knowledge
and the data they
have been given.

A technique that
assesses the
interpretation,
analysis/examination
and/or evaluation of
ideas and information in
provided stimulus
materials.

A response involves
the application of
identified skill/s
when responding to
a task that involves
solving a problem,
providing a solution,
providing instruction
or conveying
meaning or intent.

A response that
answers a
number of
provided
questions,
scenarios
and/or
problems.

At least two
different
components
from the
following:
• written: 500–
900 words
• spoken: 2½–
3½ minutes
• multimodal: 3–
6 minutes
• performance:
2–4 minutes.*

Presented in one
of the following
modes:
• written: 600–
1000 words
• spoken: 3–4
minutes
• multimodal: 4–7
minutes.

Presented in one of the
following modes:
• written: 600–1000
words
• spoken:
3–4 minutes
• multimodal: 4–7
minutes.

• 2–4 minutes*

• 60–90
minutes
• 50–250 words
per item

* Evidence must include annotated records that clearly identify the application of standards to performance.
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Social & Community Studies
Applied senior subject

Applied

Social & Community Studies focuses on
personal development and social skills
which lead to self-reliance, self-management
and concern for others. It fosters
appreciation of, and respect for, cultural
diversity and encourages responsible
attitudes and behaviours required for
effective participation in the community and
for thinking critically, creatively and
constructively about their future.
Students develop personal, interpersonal,
and citizenship skills, encompassing social
skills, communication skills, respect for and
interaction with others, building rapport,
problem solving and decision making, selfesteem, self-confidence and resilience,
workplace skills, learning and study skills.
Students use an inquiry approach in
collaborative learning environments to
investigate the dynamics of society and the
benefits of working with others in the
community. They are provided with
opportunities to explore and refine personal
values and lifestyle choices and to practise,
develop and value social, community and
workplace participation skills.

Pathways
A course of study in Social & Community
Studies can establish a basis for further
education and employment, as it helps
students develop the skills and attributes
necessary in all workplaces.
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Objectives
By the conclusion of the course of study,
students should:
• recognise and describe concepts and
ideas related to the development of
personal, interpersonal and citizenship
skills
• recognise and explain the ways life skills
relate to social contexts
• explain issues and viewpoints related to
social investigations
• organise information and material related
to social contexts and issues
• analyse and compare viewpoints about
social contexts and issues
• apply concepts and ideas to make
decisions about social investigations
• use language conventions and features
to communicate ideas and information,
according to purposes
• plan and undertake social investigations
• communicate the outcomes of social
investigations, to suit audiences
• appraise inquiry processes and the
outcomes of social investigations.
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Structure
The Social & Community Studies course is designed around three core life skills areas which
must be covered within every elective topic studied, and be integrated throughout the course.
Core life skills

Elective topics

• Personal skills — Growing and
developing as an individual
• Interpersonal skills — Living
with and relating to other
people
• Citizenship skills — Receiving
from and contributing to
community

•
•
•
•
•

The Arts and the community
Australia’s place in the world
Gender and identity
Health: Food and nutrition
Health: Recreation and leisure

•
•
•
•
•
•

Into relationships
Legally, it could be you
Money management
Science and technology
Today’s society
The world of work

Assessment
For Social & Community Studies, assessment from Units 3 and 4 is used to determine the
student’s exit result, and consists of four instruments from at least three different assessment
techniques, including:
• one project or investigation
• one examination
• no more than two assessments from each technique.
Project

Investigation

Extended response

Examination

A response to a single
task, situation and/or
scenario.

A response that
includes locating and
using information
beyond students’ own
knowledge and the
data they have been
given.

A technique that
assesses the
interpretation,
analysis/examination
and/or evaluation of
ideas and information
in provided stimulus
materials.

A response that
answers a number of
provided questions,
scenarios and/or
problems.

At least two different
components from the
following:
• written: 500–900
words
• spoken: 2½–3½
minutes
• multimodal: 3–6
minutes
• performance:
continuous class time
• product: continuous
class time.

Presented in one of the
following modes:
• written: 600–1000
words
• spoken: 3–4 minutes
• multimodal: 4–7
minutes.

Presented in one of the
following modes:
• written: 600–1000
words
• spoken: 3–4 minutes
• multimodal: 4–7
minutes.

• 60–90 minutes
• 50–250 words per
item on the test
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Tourism

Applied senior subject
Tourism studies enable students to gain an
appreciation of the role of the tourism
industry and the structure, scope and
operation of the related tourism sectors of
travel, hospitality and visitor services.
Students examine the socio-cultural,
environmental and economic aspects of
tourism, as well as tourism opportunities,
problems and issues across global, national
and local contexts.
Students develop and apply tourism-related
knowledge and understanding through
learning experiences and assessment in
which they plan projects, analyse issues and
opportunities, and evaluate concepts and
information.

Pathways
A course of study in Tourism can establish a
basis for further education and employment
in businesses and industries such as tourist
attractions, cruising, gaming, government
and industry organisations, meeting and
events coordination, caravan parks,
marketing, museums and galleries, tour
operations, wineries, cultural liaison, tourism
and leisure industry development,
and transport and travel.
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Objectives
By the conclusion of the course of study,
students should:
• recall terminology associated with tourism
and the tourism industry
• describe and explain tourism concepts
and information
• identify and explain tourism issues or
opportunities
• analyse tourism issues and opportunities
• apply tourism concepts and information
from a local, national and global
perspective
• communicate meaning and information
using language conventions and features
relevant to tourism contexts
• generate plans based on consumer and
industry needs
• evaluate concepts and information within
tourism and the tourism industry
• draw conclusions and make
recommendations.
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Structure
The Tourism course is designed around interrelated core topics and electives.
Core topics

Elective topics

• Tourism as an industry
• The travel experience
• Sustainable tourism

• Technology and tourism
• Forms of tourism
• Tourist destinations and
attractions

• Tourism marketing
• Types of tourism
• Tourism client groups

Assessment
For Tourism, assessment from Units 3 and 4 is used to determine the student’s exit result, and
consists of four instruments from at least three different assessment techniques, including:
• one project
• one examination
• no more than two assessments from each technique.
Project

Investigation

Extended response

Examination

A response to a single
task, situation and/or
scenario.

A response that
includes locating and
using information
beyond students’ own
knowledge and the
data they have been
given.

A technique that
assesses the
interpretation,
analysis/examination
and/or evaluation of
ideas and information
in provided stimulus
materials.

A response that
answers a number of
provided questions,
scenarios and/or
problems.

At least two different
components from the
following:
• written: 500–900
words
• spoken: 2½–3½
minutes
• multimodal
 non-presentation: 8
A4 pages max (or
equivalent)
 presentation: 3–6
minutes
• performance:
continuous class time
• product: continuous
class time.

Presented in one of the
following modes:
• written: 600–1000
words
• spoken: 3–4 minutes
• multimodal
 non-presentation:
10 A4 pages max
(or equivalent)
 presentation: 4–7
minutes.

Presented in one of the
following modes:
• written: 600–1000
words
• spoken: 3–4 minutes
• multimodal
 non-presentation:
10 A4 pages max
(or equivalent)
 presentation: 4–7
minutes.

•

60–90 minutes

•

50–250 words per
item
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Essential Mathematics
Applied senior subject

Applied

on the mathematics used by various
professional and industry groups.

Essential Mathematics’ major domains are
Number, Data, Location and time,
Measurement and Finance.

Objectives

Essential Mathematics benefits students
because they develop skills that go beyond
the traditional ideas of numeracy.

By the conclusion of the course of study,
students will:

Students develop their conceptual
understanding when they undertake tasks
that require them to connect mathematical
concepts, operations and relations. They
learn to recognise definitions, rules and facts
from everyday mathematics and data, and to
calculate using appropriate mathematical
processes.

• select, recall and use facts, rules,
definitions and procedures drawn from
Number, Data, Location and time,
Measurement and Finance

Students interpret and use mathematics to
make informed predictions and decisions
about personal and financial priorities. This
is achieved through an emphasis on
estimation, problem-solving and reasoning,
which develops students into thinking
citizens.

• communicate using mathematical,
statistical and everyday language and
conventions

Pathways
A course of study in Essential Mathematics
can establish a basis for further education
and employment in the fields of trade,
industry, business and community services.
Students learn within a practical context
related to general employment and
successful participation in society, drawing
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• comprehend mathematical concepts and
techniques drawn from Number, Data,
Location and time, Measurement and
Finance

• evaluate the reasonableness of solutions
• justify procedures and decisions by
explaining mathematical reasoning
• solve problems by applying mathematical
concepts and techniques drawn from
Number, Data, Location and time,
Measurement and Finance.
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Structure
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Number, data and
graphs
• Fundamental topic:
Calculations
• Number
• Representing data
• Graphs

Money, travel and
data
• Fundamental topic:
Calculations
• Managing money
• Time and motion
• Data collection

Measurement, scales
and data
• Fundamental topic:
Calculations
• Measurement
• Scales, plans and
models
• Summarising and
comparing data

Graphs, chance and
loans
• Fundamental topic:
Calculations
• Bivariate graphs
• Probability and
relative frequencies
• Loans and compound
interest

Assessment
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. Schools develop three
summative internal assessments and the common internal assessment (CIA) is developed by the
QCAA.
Summative assessments
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Problem-solving and modelling task

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Problem-solving and modelling task

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Common internal assessment (CIA)

Summative internal assessment (IA4):
• Examination

Senior subject guide SERLC
SERLC

February 2022
P a g e 21 of 25

General Mathematics
General senior subject

General

General Mathematics’ major domains are
Number and algebra, Measurement and
geometry, Statistics, and Networks and
matrices, building on the content of the P–10
Australian Curriculum.
General Mathematics is designed for
students who want to extend their
mathematical skills beyond Year 10 but
whose future studies or employment
pathways do not require calculus.

Objectives
By the conclusion of the course of study,
students will:
• select, recall and use facts, rules,
definitions and procedures drawn from
Number and algebra, Measurement and
geometry, Statistics, and Networks and
matrices
• comprehend mathematical concepts and
techniques drawn from Number and
algebra, Measurement and geometry,
Statistics, and Networks and matrices

Students build on and develop key
mathematical ideas, including rates and
percentages, concepts from financial
mathematics, linear and non-linear
expressions, sequences, the use of matrices
and networks to model and solve authentic
problems, the use of trigonometry to find
solutions to practical problems, and the
exploration of real-world phenomena in
statistics.

• communicate using mathematical,
statistical and everyday language and
conventions
• evaluate the reasonableness of solutions

Students engage in a practical approach that
equips learners for their needs as future
citizens. They learn to ask appropriate
questions, map out pathways, reason about
complex solutions, set up models and
communicate in different forms. They
experience the relevance of mathematics to
their daily lives, communities and cultural
backgrounds. They develop the ability to
understand, analyse and take action
regarding social issues in their world.

• justify procedures and decisions by
explaining mathematical reasoning
• solve problems by applying mathematical
concepts and techniques drawn from
Number and algebra, Measurement and
geometry, Statistics, and Networks and
matrices.

Pathways
A course of study in General Mathematics
can establish a basis for further education
and employment in the fields of business,
commerce, education, finance, IT, social
science and the arts.
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Structure
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Money, measurement
and relations
• Consumer arithmetic
• Shape and
measurement
• Linear equations and
their graphs

Applied trigonometry,
algebra, matrices and
univariate data
• Applications of
trigonometry
• Algebra and matrices
• Univariate data
analysis

Bivariate data,
sequences and
change, and Earth
geometry
• Bivariate data
analysis
• Time series analysis
• Growth and decay in
sequences
• Earth geometry and
time zones

Investing and
networking
• Loans, investments
and annuities
• Graphs and networks
• Networks and
decision mathematics

Assessment
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive
an overall subject result (A–E).
Summative assessments
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Problem-solving and modelling task

20%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Examination

15%

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Examination

15%

Summative external assessment (EA): 50%
• Examination

Senior subject guide SERLC
SERLC

February 2022
P a g e 23 of 25

Science in Practice
Applied senior subject

Applied

Science in Practice develops critical thinking
skills through the evaluation of claims using
systematic reasoning and an enhanced
scientific understanding of the natural and
physical world.

• analyse data, situations and relationships
• apply scientific knowledge, understanding
and skills to generate solutions
• communicate using scientific terminology,
diagrams, conventions and symbols

Students learn through a contextual
interdisciplinary approach that includes
aspects of at least two science disciplines —
Biology, Chemistry, Earth and
Environmental Science or Physics. They are
encouraged to become scientifically literate,
that is, to develop a way of thinking and of
viewing and interacting with the world that
engages the practical and analytical
approaches of scientific inquiry.

• plan scientific activities and investigations
• evaluate reliability and validity of plans
and procedures, and data and information
• draw conclusions, and make decisions
and recommendations using scientific
evidence.

Students plan investigations, analyse
research and evaluate evidence. They
engage in practical activities, such as
experiments and hands-on investigations.
Through investigations they develop
problem-solving skills that are transferable to
new situations and a deeper understanding
of the nature of science.
Pathways
A course of study in Science in Practice is
inclusive and caters for a wide range of
students with a variety of backgrounds,
interests and career aspirations. It can
establish a basis for further education and
employment in many fields, e.g. animal
welfare, food technology, forensics, health
and medicine, the pharmaceutical industry,
recreation and tourism, research, and the
resources sector.

Structure
The Science in Practice course is designed
around core topics and at least three
electives.
Core topics Electives
• Scientific literacy and working
scientifically
• Workplace health and safety

Objectives

• Communication and self-management •
Science for the workplace

By the conclusion of the course of study
students should:

• Resources, energy and sustainability

• describe and explain scientific facts,
concepts and phenomena in a range of
situations
• describe and explain scientific skills,
techniques, methods and risks
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• Health and lifestyles
• Environments
• Discovery and change
Assessment
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For Science in Practice, assessment from
Units 3 and 4 is used to determine the
student’s exit result, and consists of four
instruments, including:
• at least one investigation based on
primary data
• a range of assessment instruments that
includes no more than two assessment
instruments from any one technique.
Project Investigation Collection of work
Extended response Examination
A response to a single task, situation and/or
scenario. A response that includes
locating and using information beyond
students’ own knowledge and the data they
have been given. A response to a series of
tasks relating to a single topic in a module of
work. A technique that assesses the
interpretation, analysis/examination and/or
evaluation of ideas and information in
provided stimulus materials. A response
that answers a number of provided
questions, scenarios and/or problems.

• multimodal
 non-presentation: 6 A4 pages max (or
equivalent)


presentation: 2–3 minutes

• performance: continuous class time
• test:


20–30 minutes

 50–250 words per item. Presented in one
of the following modes:
• written: 600–1000 words
• spoken: 3–4 minutes
• multimodal
 non-presentation: 10 A4 pages max (or
equivalent)
 presentation: 4–7 minutes. • 60–90
minutes
• 50–250 words per item

At least two different components from the
following:
• written: 500–900 words
• spoken: 2½–3½ minutes
• multimodal
 non-presentation: 8 A4 pages max (or
equivalent)


presentation: 3–6 minutes

• performance: continuous class time
• product: continuous class time.
Presented in one of the following modes:
• written: 600–1000 words
• spoken: 3–4 minutes
• multimodal
 non-presentation: 10 A4 pages max (or
equivalent)
 presentation: 4–7 minutes. At least three
different components from the following:
• written: 200–300 words
• spoken: 1½ –2½ minutes
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